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and progressing by their own innate inventiveness from
food-gathering to food-producing, from stone to metals,
and from magic to religion., is not merely false but utterly
absurd. For other parts of the world; and in particular
America and Negro Africa, our historical knowledge is
almost nil and the archaeological evidence disputed. I shall,
therefore, leave the consideration of their problems until I
have considered in some detail what is known of the origin
and distribution of certain well-known and widespread
inventions.